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During the next few weeks. many economic insects will ‘make their initial 
appearance of the. season in various sections of the United States, Re- 
ports of these appearances as well as‘ deviations from normal conditions - 
are very important, When observaticns of these conditions are made, 

it will be appreciated. if you will send the, information to the State clearing 
house. We were again reminded, at the North Central Branch Meeting 
of the Entomological Society of America, of the importance of accurate 
insect condition reports including date of obServaticn, degree and extent 
of infestation. The reports can be used immediately in the State, then 
sent to the Bureau for ‘incorporation into the Cocperative Economic In- 
sect Report in order to present the Mational insect situation. 


You might like to know something of the use or distribution of the Co- 
operative Report which is made possible through the voluntary reports. 
of State, Federal, industrial and private ertomologists ang you should 
feel that you have a part in its release. 


In May 1952 when the Report was first issued in its present weekly form, | 
the mailing list included 1,645 names requiring 1,745 copies. By August. 
the list had risen to 1,972 names and 2,278 copies. Issue #11 cf Vol- 
umne 3 for’ March 13, 1953 required 3,053 copies to service 2,627 names. 
As an indication of the increase in distribution, during the period Jan- 
uary 28 to March 13, records show 52 names added requiring 88 copies. 
There pete geven bequests for drops during the same period. 


A survey of report distribution reveals a continual spread in the field of 
coverage.” Foreign mailings require over 100 copies. In this country 
the report. goes. to’: State. and Federal insect control operations; State 
and Federal quarantine personnel; extension specialists, and agricul- 
tural agents; experiment station workers and research institutes; college 
professors, students, and vocational agricuiture teachers; insecticide 
manufactures, formulators and dealers; equipment manufactures and dis- 
tributors; ground and aerial applicators; farm loan and management 
agencies; cotton processing companies; banks, trust and insurance com- 
panies; farmers cooperatives; seed and fertilizer companies; real estate; 
lumber, canning and food processing companies; libraries, colleges and 


universities; farm magazines, newspapers and radio stations; farmers, 
grain elevators; State public health agencies and medical doctors; vege- 

_ table growers and shippers; Federal agencies (other than Entomological); 
Weather Bureau, Civil Aeronautics Authority, Pure Food and Drug, 

. Crop Insurance, Federal Loan Bank, Farm Credit Administration and 
Defense Department. 
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‘Highli ghts of Insect Conditions 


SMALL GRAIN PEST conditions in Texas, New Mexico, Oklahoma and 
Kansas during the past winter. (page 205). 


ALFALFA WEEVIL survey in eastern states in 1952. (page 208 ). 


PLUM CURCULIO appearing in peach orchards in numbers in Fort Valley, 
Georgia area. (page 211). 


_ PEAR. PSYLLA infestation in Yakima Valley, Washington heavier than 
usual, (page 211). 


BOLL WEEVIL survival records in Madison Parish, Louisiana. (page 714). 
First Reported Records of Season (by areas) 


ALFALFA WEEVIL adults taken in Anne Arundel County, Maryland, 
March 24, PLUM CURCULIO adult taken in Fort Valley, Georgia area 
March 13, RED-BANDED LEAF ROLLER adults observed at Vincennes, 
Indiana March 17, MEXICAN BEAN BEETLE adult observed in Gads- 
den County,. Florida area during week of March 16. COLORADO PO- 
TATO BEETLE observed in Charleston, South Carolina area March 16. 


In Gadsden County, Florida, during week of 16th, 
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State Clearing Cffices for Economic Insect Information 


Kindly revise your State Clearing Offices list to read as follows: 
a Oklahoma Dr. D. E. Howell, Head . 


Department of Entomology 
Oklahoma A, & M, College 
Stillwater, Oklahoma 


WE ‘ATHER BUREAU 'S 30-DAY OUTLOOK 
mid- and to mid- April 1953 


The Weather Bureau's 30-day outlook for the period from mid-March 

_ to mid-April calls for temperatures to average above seasonal normals 
west of the Mississippi, except for near normal along the West Coast. 
Eastern portions of the nation are expected to average near normal 
with ute exception of below normal ‘in the wast of the Great’ Lakes, 


Rainfall is. expected to exceed sania from Be Ohio waley eastward 

through sae middie and north North Atlantic States, and al ong the West 
Coast. Hlsewhere about seasonall ly normal amcunts are indicated . 
except Ae some SL oie in the Northern Plains and over the South-- 
west. : 


*This report released by the Weather Bureau on ) March 1%, 


A more detailed weather outlook - Average Monthly Resume and 
Gutlook - is prepared by the Weather Bureau. To subscribe to this 
publication address application, with P.O. money order or check 
payable to Treasurer of the United States, and mai! to Superintendent 
of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
Subscription price is $4.80 per year or $2.40 for six montis, postpaid; 
minimum subscription six months. 


FOR III I ICO a i tok kaa ak kk & 


bs _ WEATHER OF THE WEEK ENDING MARCH 24, 1953 


East of the Continental Divide wagedaduabinws warm weather prevailed 
throughout the week in most sections, Average temperatures ranged 
from 4 degrees to 12 degrees above normal,. with.the greatest departures 
occurring in the Great Plains, Midwest, and Great Lakes Region, Max- 
imum temperatures generally ranged in.the 70's and 80's in the deep 
South, The 2ist was the warmest day of the year in the north-central 
interior, when Des Moines and Davenport, Iowa, recorded high tempera: 
tures of 76 degrees; Rochester, Minn., 68.degrees; Indianapolis, Ind., 
and Lone Rock, Wis., 77 degrees, and in some sections of Kansas 
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maxima reached 85 degrees to 90 degrees on the 20th. Except at higher 
elevations no subzero mihima were reported from northern sections 

or freezing south of the Ohio Valley, This abnormally warm weather 
east of the Rocky Mountains removed virtually all snowcover from 
agricultural regions, except in small sections aiong the North-Centrai 
Border. Vegetation in the southern two-thirds of this region continued 
to develop rapidly and remained from 10 days to 2 weeks ahead of normal, 
Thawing continued in the North and frost is mostly out of the ground 

in South Dakota, southern Minnesota, much of Wisconsin and southern 
Michigan. Ice is breaking up in the streams of southern and western 
South Dakota and southern Minnesota, The temperature averaged be- 
low normal by 1 degree to 5 dgrees in most sections of the Pacific: 
States and about normal in the Great Basin of the far West. Orchard 
heating was necessary in the upper Sacramento Valley of California 
where freezing occurred on several nights. 


Preicpitation for the week generally ranged from one-half inch to over 
two inches east of the Great Plains and in the Pacific Northwest, Else- 
where, totals were generally less than a quarter of aninch. Little or 
none fell in the Southwest and the western portions of the Great Plains. 
General rains occurred east of the Great Plains, except in the Middle 
Atlantic and New England States, on the 18th, 22d and 22d, These rains 
maintained excessive moisture in many sections, causing a further de- 
lay of soil preparation for spring crops. The abundant moisture, how- 
ever, with the additional effect of abnormal warmth stimulated rapid 
growth of grains and pastures. 


Strong drying winds and scanty rainfall increased the need for mesiture 
in the western portion of the Great Plains. Small grains are suffering, 
and in western Oklahoma and Kansas stock water supplies are inadequate. 
In the Central Interior on the 2ist and 22d strong winds that reached 

73 m.p.h,. at Des Moines, Iowa, caused minor damage in extensive 
areas, Also, on the 2Ist destructive local storms occurred in scattered ~ 
sections of the Mississippi Valley States. In central and southern — 
Minnesota where several small tornadoes were reported, 2 persons. 

were killed and much property damage occurred. A severe wind-storm 
caused property damage in Eau Clair County, Wis. A hailstorm at 
Cedar Falls, Iowa, caused damage estimated at $250,060, Destructive — 
windstorms and tornadoes also occurred in Arkansas and adjacent areas 
of other nearby States, Property damage resulting from the hailstorm - 
occurring in ComancheCounty, Okla.. on the 13th, has now been esti- 
mated at $2,000,000, {Summary Supplies by U.S. Weather Bureau) 


CEREAL AND FORAGE INSEC 


PEA APHID (Macrosiphum pisi) - - W ASHING GTON - Samples have been 
taken weekly in the Gardena and Umapine alfalfa areas near Walla 
Walla since January. Fea aphids started to hatch early in January 
and were mostly hatched before the end of that month. Alfalfa is now 
from 3 to 6 inches high, with green, leafy stems; and aphids average 
near 1.5 per alfalfa tip. Severe frosts, with minima near 15 degrees, 
- have held: the aphid popuiations almost atatic since the middie of Feb- 
ruary. The population.is high for this time of year, and favorable | 
weather conditions.may bring a rapid increase at any time. {W. C. 
Cook), MARYLAND - Rather common on alfalfa in Anne Aruncel 
County; not heavy” enough for damage but population building up, 

A(T, L, Bisseil), 


GREENBUG {Toxoptera graminum} - TEXAS- Medium infestation in 
the north Texas area; however, will be controiied by predators and 
‘parasites. if weather continues warm. {H. L. Chada}. 


ALFALFA WEEVIL (Hypera pestica) ~ UTAH - Aduits fairly numerous 
- and causing some leaf damage in parts of Sait Lake and Tooele Coun- 
ties. {G. F. Knowlton), MARYLAND - Adults found in affaifa on 2 . 
farms in Anne Arundel County, March 24, Smail nurabers taken by 
paveete and plant examination; no larvae observed. {T. L. Bissell). 


GRASSHOPPERS pela blk - UTAH - Very few nymphs found to date 
in small grains, alfalfa and range in northern Utah in spite of the the 
advanced season, (G. F. Knowlton), 


ARMY CUTWORM {Chorizagrotis auxiliaris) - OKLAHOMA - Now in- 
festing the western half of Oklahoma, and can be found in practically 

all wheat fields and in many alfaifa fields. Numbers in wheat fields 
vary from less than one per square foot to from five to seven per square 
foot. Heavier infestation occurs next to short gnass pastures, fence 

. rows and wastelands, from where the."worms' are migrating. There 
has been some control, both with ground sprayers and airplaaes.{C, 

F. spenee hs 


cuTw ORMS (Phalaenidae) - UTAH - Present but not very numerous in 
several alfalfa and fall-wheat fields examined in Tooele and Salt Lake 
Counties, (G. F. Knowlton). 
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CLOVER LEAF WEEVIL (Hypera punctata) - MARYLAND - Larvae 
found on alfalfa in Anne Arundel County, March 24, But no damage ob- 
served. (T. L. Bissell), 


TWO-SPOTTED SPIDER MITE (Tetranychus bimaculatus) - ARIZONA - 
Appeared in very large numbers in one fieid of alfalfa on the Yuma 
Mesa. Control measures were applied. (D. M. Tuttle), 


CLOVER MITE (Bryobia praetiosa) - ARIZONA -. More numerous and 
damaging to alfalfa on the Yuma Mesa than previously noted. Infes- 
tations apparently hindering growth. Control measures being applied — 

as there are few beneficial insects present. {D. M. Tuttle), Numer- 
ous homes invaded by this mite in Tucson area. (G. D. Butler). PENN- 
SYLVANIA - Several reports of infestations in houses during Febraury 
and March. (J. Oo. Pepper). 


SPITTLEBUGS (Cercopidae) - MARYLAND - Sj Nppareney starting to 
hatch; 2 nymphs found on dandelion in Anne Arundel County, March 24. 
(T. L. Bisseil), 


GREEN CLOVERWORM (Plathypena scabra) - FLORIDA - Appearing — 
in small numbers on crimson clover in in the Gadsden County area. (F. E. 
Guthrie). 


BROWN WHEAT MITE 3 (Petrobia latens) - UTAH - Infestations heavy 
enough in small grains to justify watching for outbreak this season. _ 
{G. F. Knowlton), 


A LEAFHOPPER (Dikraneura carneola) - UTAH - Numerous and cau- 
sing leaf- -feeding spots in many well- advanced fields of fali grains in 
Tooele and Salt Lake Counties. (G. F, Knowlton). 


ARMYWORM pe stuanleew ihigutnaay - MISSISSIPPI - Larvae nearly : 
full grown occurring in large numbers and feeding on a row of Dutch 
Iris in one locality in Itawamba County. Also coliected from grass at 
State College. (Cochran and Hutchins). 


A SPIDER MITE (Paratetranychus pratensis) - WASHINGTON - Building 
up in serious numbers on h grass ewe for seed at Sunryside,. {H.S, Tel- 
ford). ott 


Smail’ “Gratu Pest® Conditions in Texas, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Kansas 
<= December 1, 19%2 to March 7, 1953 
(BEPQ and Agr’ ENB. Stations of Texa aoe sings Mexico, 0, Oklahoma and 


Kansa ag Sy ating). 


ARMY cUTWwoRM lendvibaaestis atixiliaris): senate iareutiig small 
grain over a wide area of Texas, Oxiahoma, Kansas and New Mexico; 
however, in most fields infestation was classed as lighi,1 te 2 per square 
foot. Some severe infestations have occurred in Tiliman, Cotton, Jack- 
son and Kiowa Counties, Oklahcma; and in Cottle, Childress, Harde- 


man, ‘Wichita and ey ‘Counties, Texas. 


GRE NBUG eToxoptera | graminum) - Louisiana - Light infestations found 
on sale at Rice i#xperiment Station, ‘rowley. Texas - Iafeetations. during 
the winter have caused a few typical cead spots in fail-seeded oats in 
Kendall and Kerr Counties; however, by the middie cof February parasites 
and predators, inciuding Lysiphiebus testaceipes, lacy becties and lace- 
winged flies, had almost eliminated this infestation. Greenbugs were 

first obsérved in the northera part of the Texas Pankandie near Gruver 

in Hansford County on January 5. Examination of fields throughout the 
Panhandie showed the infestation to be widely distributed and general | 

in the northern counties, aithough at a very low popuiation level, Over- 
all populations have declined gradualiy since January 5 and in the Feb- 
ruary 27 survey they were at the towest level since discovery. High 
populations of predators were found at sites of infestations, The ratio 

of predators to greenbugs is believed to have been of great importance 

this season, and the role of nabids is particularly noteworthy, Four 
Species in this family have been coiliected, and laboratory studies indicate 
the most commonly found species to be very active and capabie in des- © 
troying greenbugs, This species, as yet unidentified, ate an average of 

15 greehbugs overnight in one study, Other species have not fed on green- 
bugs under laboratory conditions. Another item believed tc be of consid- 
erable importance in predatory ability is the ccid tolerance of the principal 
nabid species, .The threshold of activity of this species is 42 to 43 degrees 
F, inthe field, while coccinellids reach simiiar stages of activity about 
12-14 degrees higher temperature, Temperatures favorable for predatism 
have undoubtediy been of great importance in holding greenbug numbers in 
check (in the northern Panhandle counties). For instance, only 5 days of 
the 26 days in January, subsequent to greenbug discovery, had tempera- 
tures below the seasonal averages for those respective days, Some maxima 


* Except hessian fly. 
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were as much as 25 degrees F, above normal, Oklahoma - Greenbugs . 
were found in Kay, Garfield, and Kingfisher Counties in January and in 
Canadian County in February. All of these infestations were rated as 
noneconomical {less than 10 per linear foot of row), The only green- 
bugs found were in early-seeded fields that received sufficient rainfall 
in September to cause emergence. Kansas - A few greenbugs were 
found in December and January in eardyrereded wheat in southwestern J 
Kansas, 


OTHER APHIDS - Apple grain aphid basneieetiten Ar re, was . 
found on early-seeded wheat in Canadian and Kingfisher Counties, Oklahoma, 
This species has been found is weet locations in the Texas Panhandle — 

and was especially abundant (8 - 0 per linear foot) in scrne fie?ds in ~ 
Ciarendon and Armstrong Counties, An unidentified yellow species of 

aphid was collected on wheat in Parmer County, Texas. This species 

was capable of causing local necrotic feeding lesions on wheat leaves. 


CHINCH BUGS (Blissus leuenetenest were acts in volunteer wheat in 
Pottawatomie, Riley, Marshall, Dickinson, Ottawa, Lincoln, ‘and Ne-. 
maha Counties, Kansas. It is rather unusual to find this insect in: smali 
grains at this time of year, and it appears that those found were hiber= . 
nating in volunteer clumps, 


MITES - _ Paratetranychus pratensis was oan in i7 of 22 fieids sur- 
veyed in the Ciovis, New Mexico area in December, Counts ‘were made 
on from 1 to 10 infested plants in each field. These plants averaged 2.6 
mites per piant. In early February all of 12 fields in which counts were. 
made were found, infested at average rate of 22,3 mites per piant. _ | =e 
Heavily infested plants showed signs of injury. A rather severe outbreak | sihask 
of Penthaieus major occurred in Texas during January and early Feb- | 
ruary. The most-severe infestation was in northern Texas {Dailas- ._Den- 
ton area); however, the infestation reached at least as far south as Waco 
and McGregor. In some fields the population was more than 350 per 
linear foot, Petrobia latens infested small grains during the winter 
throughout the Texas Panhandle and as far south as Kendall and Kerr 
Counties, Moderate infestations have been found in the Wichita Falls- 
Vernon-Chiidress area, especially in Wilbarger and Hardeman’ Counties, 
Many trashy and stubble-mulched fields. in the parihandle area have popula- 
tions heavy enought to cause some foliage symptcms, and the droughty. 
conditions make the mite threat serious at-many locations, Light infes-. 
tation was found in the Clovis, New Mexico area in February. In Feb- 
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ruary, infestations averaged from 3 to !5 mites per linear foot in all 
fields that had been in smaii grains in 1951-52. in Jackson, orgie 
Greer and Ktowa Counties, Okiahoma. p 


—- 


made in Fine ey, Sera Grant, Stanicn, ‘Stewans, and. Seward Counties 
during January and February by C. F. Henderson and BE. W. Tilton. 
The rite population averaged § per plant in 6 faliow fields in Stanton. 
County on January 28, The infestation in Grant County averaged 2 per. - 
plant during the same survey, Exarninations in 18 fieids in 6 south- 
western Kansas counties in Pebruary showed as high as 70.4 mites per 
plant and an average of 16,4, A study was made on ihe effect of winter. 
conditions on brown wheat mite population in Finney and. Haskell Counties, 
infestation courts were made at monthly intervais in 6 continuous and — 
6 fallow-land fieids in southwestern Kansas. The average population 
per pliant was as foliows: 
Ostober November December- January February 
Continucus 4.5 5,6... 253) 1,4 il. 6 


Faliow Land —-, 04 26 oS of 2.9 


Populations appeared to increase during October and early November. 
Unfavorable weather conditions in November caused a reduction which 
continued throughout December and early January. Favorable weather 
followed the January counts, and the population within the area.increased 
tremendously, This trend appeared to be generai throughout the south- 
western portion of the State, It is evident that brown wheat mite popu- — 
laticnus are relatively high and well distributed over southwestern Kansas, 
Considerable leaf’ injury was noted in the area around Johnson and in the 
heavily-infested fields in the vicinity of Liberal, If drought conditicns 
continue, mite damage may be expected over a widespread area, Sai 
piled by R. G, Dahms}, ; . haired 


The Alfe Alfalfa Weevil int! in the E Eastern States - - 1952, 


Alfalfa weevil {Hypera postica) has been the most important pest of 
alfaifa in the West for nearly fifty years. The insect was probably 
brought to this country frcm southern Europe near the turn of the cen- 
tury and the first recorded noticeable injury occurred in the vicinity of 
Sait Lake City, Utah, in i504. Since that time the insect has spread 
in the West to include within its range areas in the states of Colorado, 
Wyoming, Nebraska, South Dakota, Montana, idaho, Oregon, Nevada, 


Arizona, California, and New Mexico (see map). 


Early in !952 weeviis were found for the first time in the Eastern United 
States. Mr, T. L. Bisseil, Extension Entomoloyvist of Maryland found 
infestations in Baltimore and Aane Arundel Counties, Maryland, in 
April. The insect was later collected in severai other Marylanc counties 
and in Delaware, Virginia, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey. 


Following discovery of the alfalfa weevil, it was decided to determine 
the distribution of the pest in Maryland through scouting in connecticn 
with routine surveys for other insects, This was agreed upon in pre- 
ference to undertaking the added expense and eka geases * requiremenis 

of a separate intensive survey te delimit the area of infestatien. The 
scouting work accomplished covered the State quite weii and indicated 
that the folicwing general conditions seemed to prevail: {1} scattered and 
isolated infestations in Anne Arundel {though general in northern tip), 
Carcline, Carroii, Dorchester, Howard, Kent, Montgomery, Prince. 
Georges, =ueen Annes, Taibot, Wicomico and Worsester Counties; (2) 
general infestation {damage cbserved) in Baltimore, Cecil and Harford 
Counties, During the scouting work, 148 farms were visited in 25 coun- 
ties, Weevils, causing extensive damage, were found on each of eleven 
farms scouted in Baitimore Ceunty. The same condition was found on 
the 6 fazms scouted in Harford County and on the 3 scouted in Cecil County, 
A more intense survey will be necessary in this State in 1953, if it is 
thought desirable to delirait ail infestations and measure the populations, 


On April 17, 1952, H. E. Milliron collected the first ssecimen cf this pest 
to be taken in Delaware when he took one adult on alfalfa at Greenwood in 
Sussex County. Twelve days later five additional adults were coliected 

in the sarne field. The distribution of the insect was ascertained as a 
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part of the routine insect survey work, and by May 22 it-was known to occur 
throughout the State in approximately €,000 acres of alfalfa, The most 
severe and extensive damage was noted in fieids west of Greenwosd, These 
fieids were near or cn the state line: adjacent to. Clarcline County, Mary- 
land, in which a weevil infestation was found on the single farm examined, 
This suggests that the infestations may have had.a cemmon origin, Al- 
faifa weeviis caused cnly slight injury to approximately. 5,000 acres of 
alfalfa in Delaware, An additional 1,000 acres was damaged in epots with 
damage ranging from raoderate to heavy. Most injury was caused by 
first-generation larvae on the early. growth of ‘aifalfa. _ New, adult beeties 
(not overwintering specimens) began to emerge Jate in May. Late in June 
and throughout July smali larvae were again prevalent and conspicuous 
damage to second-gr row?h alfaifa was noted over wide areas, suggesting 
the possibie occurrence cia second or DAF al second generation in this 
State, : ana 

The survey in New Jersey was a cooperative program between the Depart- 
ment of Entomology at the New Jerssy Agricultural Experiment Station 
and the Bureau of Entomology of the New Jersey State Department of. 
Agricuiture that i began in date spr ing and. continued through October, — 

The first adult weevils were fouad in New Jersey cn June 17, During 
scouting operaticns in June, larvae were collected in Cumberiand, Salem, 
Gloucester, and Atlantic Counties. During July, Cape May County was 
added to this. list, The initiai collections were made in soithern New 
Jersey and scouting was then concentrated in that area in an atterp: to 
delimit the infested area, At present. this area is known to be in the coun- 
ties bordering the Deiaware River and Bey and west of a line extending 
from Mickleton to Mullica Hi ll to Millville and to Atlantic City. The 
Atlantic County infestation is at the Atlantic City Race Track and is 25 

to 3G miles from the nearest known infestation-and it is thought this spe- 
 dific infestati ion” may have originated from weevils introduced in hay from 
outside the State, ‘However, the infestation-may be more getieral than is 
indicated above since the discovery of the weevil was near the end of the 
first brood larval’ ‘périod limiting the most effective scdéuting. period, 

‘The heaviest infestations were found in the Bridgeton-Saiem area and ih 
the Cape May - -Rio ‘Grande area, .Larvae were:cokiected in these areas 
untii mid- =July’ and a few adults were netted near Ouinton in Saiem County, 
At ne t ime did the larval coliections yield many.specimens, Even in the 
oi heaviest areas only lor 2 larvae were obtained per :00 sweeps. 
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Adult weevils collected August ti at Quinton were caged at New Bruns- 
wick and several batches of eggs were obtained. None of these had 
hatched 24 days following the date of deposition, Under field conditions 
eggs laid in green stems before September 1 would be removed with the 
third cutting of hay and probably would not survive. Observations on the 
life history of the weevil i in New Jersey in 1952 are indicative of what _ 
may be expected of the pest there, but they are not conclusive because 
it was not possible to follow the cycle through a fuli year. Additional | a 
observations in succeeding years will augment these preliminary findings, 


On May 15, 1952, F, W. Poos, while making observations on forage insect 
conditions, collected specimens of the alfalfa weevil in Loudoun and Fair - ‘aa 
fax Counties, Virginia, While on a similar trip in Pennsylvania May 23,. | 
Dr. Poos also collected specimens of the weevil in York and Lancaster _ 
Counties. No further finds were made in either Virginia or Pennsylvania, 
although entomologists in both states made numerous field checks and 
collections searching for the pest. 


No aifaifa weevils were collected in New York during extensive surveys. 
made in 29 counties by personnel of the Department of Entomoiogy at - 
Cornell University and horticuiturai inspectors of the New York State 
Department of Agricuiture and Markets, Bureau of Plant Industry. | 


Very little alfalfa is grown in New Hampshire and the few examinations 

that have been made in this State have revealed no alfaifa weevils, The 
amount of alfalfa grown in Maine is siightly greater than in New Hamp- | 
shire, but no special observations were made for alfaifa weevils, In. 
Rhode Island some late-season observations were made but no weeviis were 
seen, No definite surveys for aifalfa weevil were made in the States of 
Connecticut, Massachusetts, and Vermont. 


Alfalfa is an important crop in the thirteen states considered in this. dis- 
cussion, During the period 1939-1946 the average annual acreage of this. 
crop was 995,000, total for all 13 states. During the same period the. 
average arintial production was nearly 2,000,000 tons, New York, Penn- 
Sylvania, and Virginia have been the leading producers during that time, 
Control of the aifaifa weevil in some areas may be necessary in order to 
produce the crop economical! Indications from present knowledge are . 
that the behavior of alfalfa Secrd in the East may be somewhat different 
from that in the Western States and until these characteristics are studied, 
it will not be known whether alterztions in the established control plan will | 
be necessary or advisable, (C. W. Shockley), 


FRUIT INSECTS 


PLUM CURCULIO {Conotrachelus nemuphar) - GEORGIA - Winter sur- 
vivai of adults in hibernation at Fort Valiey was 90.1 percent, which is 
the. highest percentage cf winter survival in Georgia during 33 years 
of abservations and records, Of 674 adults piaced in Bermuda grass 
and cak’ leaves last fall, 607 were found to be alive om Hebruary 27, 
1963. The minimum temperature at Fort Vailey pees the winter of 
1952-53 was 21 degrees F. recerded cn December i5, 1952, which 
was not low encugh. to prove fatai to hibernating pium curculios. The 
percentage of the hibernating population appearing in peach orchards ' 
this spring is, therefore, expected to be greater than that of an aver- 
age year, bur this is net an alarming situation since the population 
entering hibernation last fall was generally lighter than that of an aver- 
age year. First aduit {a female containing a fully Geveleped egg?) of the 
season was taken March i3 from a peach tree, and adults were appear- 
ing in peach orchards in numbers by March 16, when om average of as 
many as $.4 per tree was taken from trees on the outside row of one 
erchard, following mean epee aturee of 67 degrees on March i3, 79 
on March '4 and 68 on March 15. {O. I. Snapp}. 


CODLING MOTH (Carpocapsa pomoneila) - INDIANA - Carryover of 
codling moth is heavier than during the past few seasons in the Vincennes 
area. Winter mertality was very light. Larvae examined on trunks 
March 6 had only 7.4 percent dead in 162 larvae, i one local orchard 
‘it was not difficult to find as many as 100 larvae per tree trunx (D. W. 


Hami iltony. 


-RED-BANDED LEAF ROLLER (fArgyrotaenia velutinana) - INDIANA - 
Aduits s first okserved in orchards near Vincennes cn March i?. No 
egg masses have been located as of this date, Winter carryover for 
the area is light owing to light infestation in 1952. {D. W. Hamiiton}. 


PEAR PSYLLA (Psyila pyricoia) - WASHINGTON - Infestation is very 
much heavier this year in the Yakima Valley than usual. Eggs have 
just started hatching, which is about three weeks earlier than previous- 
ly recorded. The season is aisc about three weexs earlier than last 
year, and apriccts shouid be in full bioom by March 20. {E. J. New- 
comer), 


APPLE APHID (Aphis pomij - PENNSYLVANIA - Hatching in southern 


Adams County, March 18. (J, O. Pepper). INDIANA - Hatched nymphs 
readily found March i? in Vincennes area. {(D, W. Hamiliton). 


APPLE GRAIN APHID (Rhopaiosiphum prunifoliae} - DELAWARE- 
Hatching in large numbers; first observed in 1952 on April & (Late 
News, Univ. Del.}.. PENNSYLVANIA - Hatching in southern Adams 
County, March 19. ¢§. O. Pepper). HLULEINOIS - Aphids, apparently 
this species, hatching in southern areas, March i8. ¢S.C. Chandler). 


PECAN NUT CASEBEARER (Acrobasis caryae) - FLORIDA - Over- 
wintered larvae active and feeding on opening buds in the Monticeilo 
area March 13. {A. M. Phillips}. 


HICKORY SHUCKWORM (Laspeyresia caryana} - FLORiDA - Moths 
emerging from pecan shucks in screened cages in orchard March 2, 
and from pecan shucks in similar cages in insectory at Menticelio 


March 3. (A. M, Phillips). 


TRUCK CROP INSECTS 


APHIDS (Aphidae} - SOUTH CAROLINA - Cabbage aphid {Srevicoryne 
brassicae} populations have increased somewhat during the last two | 
weeks in the Charleston area, but remain gereraliy light as result 
of a hymenorpterous parasite. A fungus disease is also present. 
Light infestation of green peach aphid {Myzus persicae) in one potato 


planting. A few pea aphids {Macrosi iphurn pisi) are infesting garden 
peas, (W. J. Reid), FLORIDA - Two infestations cf green peach 
aphids have been discovered on vclunteer tobacce plants closely ad- 
jacent to tobacce plant beds in Gadsden County. No aphid infestations 
have been fcund or repcrted in the beds which, in nearly ail instances, 
have received aphicidal applications, {L. M. May}. CALIFORNIA - 
Cabbage aphid has been of minor ahi is on cabbage in the Whit- 


tier area, (R. E. Campbeil). 


VEGETABLE WEEVIL {Listroderes costirostris obliquus) - FLORIDA - 
Larvae causing moderate injury in occasionai tobacco plant beds in Gad- 
sden County area. {L, M, May). MISSISSIPPI - Feeding cn turnips, 
apinach and other vegetable crops in Jones County. (R. Z. Pepper). 
CALIFORNIA - Infesting spinach fields in Orange County. (R. E. 


Campbeli), 


ee area.: Ase M. Maye ve oe 


MEXICAN BEAN BEETLE (£pilachna varivestis) - FLORIDA - First 
, , adult of: the.season observed this week on early string beans in the 
Gadsden ou area. (L. M. ele March rere 


: BANDED CUCUMBER BEETLE. {Beet sentel Leal - FLORIDA - 
_Infesting Irish poe cee and: TOMBE spring AOAPE® in the Megeces County 


Pe 


: “COLORADO, ROTA TO. BEETLE i eetareelnN eeek AS wD - SOUTH 
_-, CARCLINA,+ -First.adult of season in Charleston area.observed 
i: March 16.:{Ws J. Reid). FLORIDA - First,appearance this season 
OR Irish sansigciiee in: “the: Gadaden County area.. Mos MM, May, March 18). 


‘LEAR, MINERS. TEXAS - kiaehirte, ot plone in luca Rio Grande 
Valley. Infestation warrants insecticidal measures. (Wene and Grif- 
fith). 


SEEL- CORN: MAGGOT (Hylemya cilicrura) - CALIFORNIA - paces 
in terminal | buds of ppuiaeh in some pers in Crange County. (R. E. 


; & Campbell). 


CABBAGE Loors (Trichoplusia ni) - >ZNNSYLVANIA - Severe 
infestation in greenhouse on snapdragons in Cambria County.:(J. O. 
Pepper), 


we WESTERN BLACK FLEA BEETLE ( Phyllotreta. pusilla) - “CALIFORN- 
rva- Slight root damage. on turnips in ee. Angeles County, . indicating 

. that this. insect may be active all year. Heavy damage occurred in 

sc meerember. 1952, (R. E. Campbell). ie vier 


.. ONION THRIPS (Thrips tabaci) - CALIFORNIA - Building t up on bulb 
.,,onions in Los Angeles County, but not heavy enowey yet to reauive in- 
= secticidal control. (R. &, Campbell). pe 


STRAWBERRY A® HID (Capitophorus fragacfolii) - CALIFORNIA - 
oe seams up to injurious numbers on strawberries in Orange CORE s 


 TWo- SPOTTED SPIDER MITE (Tetranychus bimaculatus) - CALIFORN- 
IA - Still occurs in injurious numbers on strawberries in Orange County, 
and regular. treatments. are required. (2, 2 =. Campbell), 
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COTTON INSECTS 
Spring Boll Weevil Ground Trash Examinatioris,. Madison Parish, Lovisiana, 


Two hundred ground trash samples were collected and examined for sur- 
viving boll weevils in Madison Parish from. March 2 to 18, 1953, The num- 
ber of weevils per acre found per point (l0samples) ranged from 0 to 6,050, 
The average was 1,149 weevils per acre, This figure is 89 percent of 

the number (1, 295) found in hibernation in the fall examination of 1952, 

and represents a very high survival, .The average number found in this 

.. Spring's examination is about 11/2 times the average found during the 

' past 17 years. There are only four years (1945, 1949, 1950, and 1951) 

in which a greater number was found than in 1953, The table below shows 
the summary of fall and spring ground trash examinations made at Tal- 
lulah, Louisiana from the spring of 1936 through the spring of 1953. 

(R. C. Gaines). i oer 


*. Fall Examinations _ ‘ Spring Examinations 


: : == ; -Tive Boi. Per Cent 
Wear’ \"'% ‘Naro-ar of ? Live Boll Number of ? Live Boll; Fer cen 
*’ Samples® ° Weevils ; Samples* : Weevils : 
2.8 (pew eed per Beres 7 “3 per Acre; 
1936 189 141 
1936-37 alee So ae Be i 2 
1937-38 | “SR B19 pao ee eee . 36 
1938-39 ape Neat “7204 °° ee x, 226 ie 
1939-40 2 2, eda gem NES erg We Pois | 
A MSAGRA AO 721 200 920 128 
1941-42 pee og 4,484 | | eg Oe 22 
1942-43 oO ge Too, ee 
1943-44 250 2488 20% = g25°." 25 
1944-45... 160 2,435 160 * "1538 62 
TAG A OOO eR ~ 1,065 25 
1946-47 LOO. ~ = semen een eee) at eee eee 16 
1947-48 150 1,178 ie a ee 
- 1948-49. 150 2,146 150 , Tio" ae 
1949-50 | 200 ° eS gat 200 a Be 68 
1950-51 ... 200 eet 2G , hee tae - 38 
1951-52 © soot Sf ae phe aaah eae Boge iS 
1952-53 200 1, 295 200 1,149 ~ 89 


nr rr ee 


*Each sample 18 square feet, 


Cotton Insect Conditions in Lower Rio Grande Valley, Texas: CUT- 
WORMS continue damage in scattered fields in ail areas, but reports 
of damage considerably less this week, THRIPS damage seems to 

be increasing,. especially where cotton is being grown in close prox- 
imity with onions, APHID reports, especially in the Raymondville 
area, are still rather numerous. Control measures. are being applied 
in severai areas throughout the Valley. FALSE CHINCH BUG {iNysius 
ericae) reported in several fields in the San Benito and Rio Hondo area, 
These pests are causing spotted damage and control measures have 
been applied in several instances. LAF MINERS continue to cause 
some damage to seedling cotton, COTTON FLEAHOPPERSPsallus 
seriatus) have been found in large numbers in the San Benito area 


on horsemint and evening primrose. (R. D. Griffity, March 19). 


INSECTS AFFECTING MAN & ANIMALS 


CATTLE LICE - PENNSYLVANIA - Little blue cattle louse (Soleno- 
potes capillatus) and long-nosed cattle louse {Linognathus vitulij) were 
very abundant during the winter months on both Leef and dairy animals. 
Occasicnal infestations of short-nosed cattle louse (Haematopinus 


eurysternus) were found, (J. O. Pepper). 


Sa SS See 


NORTHERN FOWL MITE (Bdellonyssus sylviarum) - PENNSYLVANIA - 
Infestation in large poultry plant in Butler County. (J. O. Pepper). 


COMMON CATTLE GRUB (Hypoderma lineatum) - OKLAHOMA - Cows 
noticed running from heel flies for the first time this season on March 
18 near Hennessey in Kingfisher County. The weather has been un- 
usually warm for the past two weeks, (C. F. Stiles), 


Recent Important Interceptions at Ports of Entry 


a 9 a 


Living giant African snails (Achatina fulica) were intercepted recently 
on returned military cargo from Guam at San Pedro, California (Van 
Zee, Economon) and in scrap army vehicles from Saipan and Guam at 
Houston, Texas (Siobodnik). Living pupae of the citrus blackfly 
{Aleurocanthus woglumi) were intercepted recently on Citrus aurant- 


ifolia leaves in cargo from Mexico at San Pedro, Calif. (Stowell). 
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FOREST INSECTS | 

VARIABLE OAK LEAF GATERPILLAR cemtecebsines indSSY2 wns! 
OURT= Outbreak almost completely, défoliated at least 860-acr« acres of: — 
oak? forest: during the 1952 season in the’ Shawnee a) area on the — 
side. OE ‘the Lake ‘of the Ozarks. (P. O. Sa 6 : 


